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Ronald Bottcher, 19, a sophomore in the Montana State University School of 
Music, will compete in the national Metropolitan Opera auditions in New York City 
Friday, Dean Luther A. Richman said. The MSU baritone won the expense paid trip 
to the national finals by placing first in the Northwest Metropolitan auditions in 
Seattle in January.
As regional winner, Bottcher received the F. K. Weyerhaeuser award of $300, 
in addition to the chance to audition for Met general manager Rudolph Bing and his 
staff.
In New York Bottcher will be vying with nine other regional finalists for 
national prizes that include a contract with the opera company and the $2,000 
Stuart and Irene Chambers scholarship.
Bottcher, whose parents are Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bottcher of Sandpoint, Idaho, 
began voice lessons with Miss Lila V. Sayre of Spokane, Wash. He is a voice student 
of Prof. John Lester at MSU. He has appeared on many University musical programs 
and is a member of Opera Workshop, Sigma Phi Epsilon social fraternity, and other 
campus organizations.
11 a a 
i r t f i r
Publications and 
News Service
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY, Missoula
